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Roots & Branches 
                                Published by 

      Logan County Genealogical & Historical Society 

                      114 North Chicago Street 

                         Lincoln, Illinois 62656 
                                      Ph. (217) 732-3200 

                      Hours are Tues., Thur., Fri. 11 am – 3 pm 

                         2nd & 4th Sat. 10 am-1 pm 

                                    

 

 

 

 

Web Pages: http://www.logancoil-genhist.org & http://www.rootsweb.com/~illcghs  
 

E-mail address logancoil1839@gmail.com  Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LoganCountyIllinois  
 

Winter 2022: January, February, March 
 

Meeting Schedule: All program meetings are at 6:30 pm. The speakers are first on the agenda.  We look forward 

to seeing you. Please call, Vice-President and Program Chairperson, with suggestions for programs at 217-732-

3200.  
 

January 17: Genealogical Research Part I. The American Legion is the site of this program, in the Mary Pat 

room. 

February 21: Genealogical Research Part II. American Legion is the site of this program, in the Mary Pat room. 
 

March 21: Bill Donath will present local research sources not available anywhere else. Possibly at LCGHS. 

 

Call for Article Submissions 
 

Members and readers who have a genealogical or historical story related to Logan County to tell can do so 

through the Roots & Branches. Stories can be submitted in writing or by email. These stories will provide a 

variety. Bill Donath, Editor 
 

Officers for 2022-2023 

 

President:     Bill Donath 

Vice President:    Diane Osborn 

Treasurer:     Diane Farmer 

Recording Secretary:  Brenda Jones 

Corresponding Secretary: Mary Ellen Martin 

Board Member:    Kirk Dobihal 

Board Member:    Rojean Logan 

Board Member:    JoAnne Marlin 

Board Member:     

 

Holiday Closings 
  

The Logan County Genealogical & Historical Society research center will be closed for the following 

holidays: New Year’s Day, Good Friday, Memorial Day, 4th of July, Labor Day, Veteran’s Day, 

Thanksgiving and the day after, Christmas Eve Day, and Christmas Day.  

In the event any of the holidays falls on a Friday, the center will also be closed the following Saturday. 

Dues for 2022 are Due. 

http://www.logancoil-genhist.org/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~illeghs
mailto:logancoil1839@gmail.com
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Fire at Our Neighboring Building Disrupts LCGHS Reopening. 
 

So, LCGHS was working to get back on an open schedule again after the COVID 19 shut down. We 

had a program in September with Rev. John Johnson, another program in October when Diane Osborn 

and Gary Freese gave a program on Rankin’s Mill and we were looking forward to the program in 

November by David Doolin on old photo collections he has been digitizing. Then on the evening of 

October 25, 2021, the building adjoining LCGHS had a fire. Fortunately, the fire did not spread to 

LCGHS but we did experience heavy smoke damage and a destroyed front door. We are extremely 

thankful that the Lincoln Fire Department personnel made sure that no fire had migrated to LCGHS. Our 

November meeting was held at the American Legion. Everyone enjoyed David’s presentation. Looking 

at old photographs never gets boring.   

It has taken two months of working with State Farm Insurance and a restoration company, Menold, 

of Normal, IL, to determine what is to be done to get LCGHS back to normal. The scope of the work is 

much greater that we expected. A dumpster will be placed in our back parking area. Plywood will be 

placed on the asphalt to keep the dumpster from damaging it. Inside, plastic sheeting will be placed over 

everything below the ceiling. Menold can then bring in their demolition crew to take out and discard the 

ceiling tile and insulation throughout the building, which cannot be cleaned. Once that is removed the 

cleaning team can come in to clean all the surfaces above the ceiling. There are many rafters, roof 

surfaces and mechanical surfaces from which soot, etc. needs to be removed. The duct work, ceiling 

fans, and light fixtures will be cleaned at the same time. The brick wall between the buildings will be 

sealed to help keep the smoke smell from continuing to enter our building. Once that work is done and 

the ceiling and insulation have been replaced, the stuff, and we have lots of stuff, below the ceiling can 

be cleaned. The estimated time will be eight weeks. That means we may be able to resume operation by 

the end of February 2022.  

Since we are an Historical Society too. We will document the events of October 25, 2021. The 

following photos show what was happening that night and documents the first responders who answered 

the call that night. I thought it quite appropriate, since we represent the entire county, that so many 

communities outside of Lincoln also helped keep our building safe

.  
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Lincoln City Fire Department 

 
Lincoln Rural Fire Departmant 

 

 
Logan County Paramedics Association 
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Atlanta Fire Department 

 
Lincoln City Police 
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Middletown Fire Department 

 
Mt. Pulaski Fire Department 
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Mt. Pulaski Rural Fire 
 

These photos were taken by an LCGHS member 

who has requested to stay anonymous. 

 Programs for January and February will be held at 

the American Legion in Lincoln. 
 

Remember to Pay Your Dues for 2022. 

Dues now are $20 Single and $25 Dual. 

 

 

A Deeper Dive Into the Better Government Council of Logan County, Illinois,  

John Fuller, 2021 

 

A new book is available at LCGHS. John Fuller has 

written this book with the subject matter from the early 

1950’s in Logan County. The Better Government Council of 

Logan County, Illinois, was a group of citizens of Logan 

County, including John’s father Ken Fuller, who came 

together to ask the county government to bring its practices 

in line with state requirements. The Council learned that 

there was more to the need to reform Logan County practices 

than they at first thought. John has the archive of the Council 

proceedings as his resource information with audio 

recordings of meetings that took place during that period. 

The history in this book is very interesting and it is possible 

to contact John to get copies of the audio portion of the 

archive. John has very generously donated all copies of the 

book to LCGHS to sell as a fund raiser for the Society. The 

book sells for $35.00 + $5 S/H.  
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Work Begins to Clean Up Smoke Damage at LCGHS 

 

Work was begun on December 17, 2021 to clean up the smoke damage from the fire in the adjoining 

building. The scope of the work started with bringing in four large hepa-filters the week following the fire 

on October 25. Those filters have been running 24/7 since. The Menold Restoration and Construction 

company of Normal has been contracted to do the cleaning. On the 17th of December, three workers were 

in the building to drape everything below the ceiling level. They began removing the ceiling tile and 

insulation and discarding them since they cannot be cleaned. They will be replaced with new tiles and 

insulation after everything above the ceiling is cleaned and sealed. Light fixtures, ceiling fans and all the 

HVAC lines will be cleaned. Once the ceiling is restored, everything below the ceiling will be thoroughly 

cleaned. That is why the project is estimated to take eight weeks to complete. The photos show what the 

interior of LCGHS looked like on Monday afternoon December 20, when I stopped in to check the 

progress. The new door should be installed the week after Christmas. 
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Gillett’s Hall - Lincoln’s Entertainment Center 
 

 
Photo: Bill Donath 

 

Lincoln is fortunate to still have one of its historic buildings as it was in 1868. That is the 

earliest date mention of Gillett’s Hall is found in the Lincoln Herald. Prior to that time the 

entertainment for Lincoln took place at Brewer’s Hall which was on Pulaski Street in the block 

west of the courthouse. In the early days of Lincoln many of the buildings down-town were 

wood frame buildings. Fire generally destroyed those buildings, and they were replaced with 

brick structures like the one you see above. Fire, before the days of a fire department, changed 

the landscape of much of the city and the other towns in Logan County. The block where 

LCGHS is located had such wood buildings that predated the building we now occupy. Those 

buildings burned in the late 1880’s making room for the structure we are in to be built in the 

early 1890’s. As we can attest, the brick buildings confine fire to the structure in which it started. 

The clippings from the Lincoln Herald presented on the next few pages is a sampling of the 

entertainments available throughout the year at Gillett’s Hall.  

The Hall was generally leased from Gillett by an individual with an interest in the musical 

and theatrical arts. Money was to be made if the manager could book entertainments of interest 

to the residents of Lincoln. You will see that many events were successful, but a few were 

stinkers. Earlier in the 1870’s Peter Cartwright’s 50th anniversary of his ministry was held at 

Gillett’s Hall during a convention of the Methodist Churches of Illinois.  

Many local people were involved in the productions if there were parts to be played and the 

company did not have enough actors to fill the roles. In addition to what you see listed, political 

meetings and various conventions were held at Gillett’s Hall.  
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1877 0927 P1 Lincoln Herald   

 
1877 1018 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1877 1018 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1877 1101 p4 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1877 1206 p5 Lincoln Herald 
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1877 1206 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1877 1220 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 0418 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 0103 p1 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 0307 p1 Lincoln Herald 
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1878 0314 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 0328 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 0328 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 0328 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 0411 p5 Lincoln Herald 
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1878 0418 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 0418 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 0425 p13.1 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 0425 p13.2 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 0516 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 

 
1878 0523 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 0620 p5 Lincoln Herald 
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1878 0627 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 0808 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 0815 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 0815 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 

1878 0822 p5 Lincoln Herald 
 

 
1878 0926 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 0822 p1 Lincoln Herald 

 
 

 
1878 0926 p5 Lincoln Herald 
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1878 0926 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 1017 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 1031 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 1107 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 1107 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 1114 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 1121 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 1128 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 1128 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 1128 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 1128 p5 Lincoln Herald 
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1878 1128 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 1205 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 1205 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 1212 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 1205 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 1212 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 1212 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 
1878 1226 p5 Lincoln Herald 

 

 

Remember to Pay Your Dues for 2022. 

Dues now are $20 Single and $25 Dual. 
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Reminiscences of Lincoln 
Lincoln Herald, Lincoln, Illinois, May 5, 1878, p4 

 

“A writer in the Havana Democrat of the 19th, 

gives the following reminiscences, which will awaken 

a very many of our ‘grey-beards’ (Ex-President 

Lincoln’s old friends and neighbors) memories of the 

long, long ago. The writer says: 

“Having been informed that Mr. Jesse Baker, of 

Crane Creek, lived near Old Salem, when our 

assassinated President ‘kept store’ in that ancient burg, 

I pilgrimated to Uncle Jesse’s commodious residence, 

some weeks ago, and found a rich mine of historical 

wealth. After stating my errand, the venerable 

octogenarian east his eyes on a large portrait of 

Abraham Lincoln, which decorated the parlor, and 

proceeded to relate, among others, the following: 

When Lincoln first came to Salem, the people didn’t 

like him very well, for he was a terrible uncouth 

youngster, but they got to like him mightily shortly 

after. He was the honestest store-keeper they ever had 

on the Sangamon. He was a great fellow to joke and 

was eternally a-studying some book. My father and a 

few other old settlers made up some money to buy 

some law boos for him. I often bet with young Lincoln 

on horse races and turkey shootings, but wherever he 

lost, I offered him the money, but he said: ‘No, no, 

Jess, you won the money honestly, and I don’t take it 

back.’ Lincoln was a great friend to the Rutledge 

family. He took a great liking to Annie, and she never 

kept company with anybody else. Abe and her were 

engaged to the married but she died, and Lincoln took 

it so much to heart, that we thought he would go crazy. 

He wrote mournful verses from Burns’ poems with 

chalk on the fences and hummed sad songs for along 

while. He finally got married to Mary Todd, for whose 

father I run a whisky distillery for some time. Mary 

Todd was a nice girl, but she couldn’t hold a candle to 

Ann Rutledge. I helped Lincoln survey some land on 

Quiver. That stream used to be call ‘Little Mackinaw,’ 

until I named it Quiver, because it was so quivering. 

While Lincoln surveyed some government lands in 

Mason County, a constable levied on his compass and 

other instruments for debt, and he would have sold or 

taken ‘em along if I hadn’t advanced money enough to 

kill the debt. Abe paid me back the money as soon as 

he had it. The first plea that he made was for me, and it 

was in the Salem store. Some of us lively fellows had 

been on a spree to Springfield when I set one fellow’s 

new coat on fire. He had me arrested and tried, but 

Lincoln cleared me, but the burnt-coat fellow had to 

pay for the drinks for the crowd. 

“After listening to Mr. Baker a few hours, I 

thankfully departed, after he informed me in a comical 

way, that he was the oldest man and the biggest snake-

killer in Mason County and that he had slaughtered 

cart-loads of wolves.” 

 

 
Lincoln Herald, Lincoln, IL, May 2, 1878, p5 

 

“The resources of the small boy of the period are simply marvelous. Our city authorities having painted on the 

fence enclosing Latham Park the inscription ‘Hitch No Horses Here,’ what does the small boy do but scratch out 

the middle loop of the ‘N’ and thus convert what was intended to be a stern prohibition into the wildest license. 

The sentence now reads: ‘Hitch 110 Horses Here.’” 
 

Lincoln Herald, Lincoln, IL, May 30, 1878, p1 

 

“The lightning struck the flue on Robt. Huffman’s house last Saturday week, completely demoralizing it, 

went down the stove pipe, tore the top off the stove and scattered the soot profusely over the room. Mr. Huffman 

will perhaps never again feel the sudden nearness of death with realizing it. Fortunately, no one was hurt.” 
 

Lincoln Herald, Lincoln, IL, July 18, 1878, p5 

 

“The burning of Miller’s brewery, supplemented by the furnace-like heat of the past two weeks, has made 

lively work for our express men in handling beer kegs. The beer comes from St. Louis, East St. Louis, 

Springfield, Havana, and Bloomington and arrives at the rate of about thirty quarter barrels or sixty kegs per day. 

As the empty packages must be returned, this makes a considerable amount of extra work.” 
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LCGHS Store 

Duplicate Books Available 
 

The following duplicate books are available for purchase from LCG&HS. High school & college yearbooks sell 

for $10 each and include: 

 

Lincoln:  1914; 1916 (2); 1917; 1918; 1920; 1921 

(6); 1922 (4); 1923 (3); 1924 (2); 1925; 1926 

(2), 1927 (2); 1928; 1931 (4); 1932; 1933 (2); 

1934 (2); 1935; 1940; 1941; 1946; 1947 (2); 

1948; 1949 (2); 1950 (3); 1951; 1962; 1967; 

1982 

Hartsburg-Emden:  1957 

Elkhart: 1928 

Lincoln College: 1970 

Make Tracks to Latham 125th Anniversary 

1872-1972 - $20 + S/H 

Mt. Pulaski 100yr 1836-1936 - $10 + S/H 

Twelve Momentous Years in the Other Atlanta, 

1853-1865 - $20 + S/H 

Elkhart is Like a Box of Chocolates - $7 + S/H 

Echoes from the Branches - $7 + S/H 

Glimpses of Lincoln, IL. - $15 + S/H 

Lincoln, IL, A Chronology, 1853-2003, $15 + 

S/H 
 

Duplicate City Directories are available for $10 

each. Lincoln: 1979; 1982; 1983; 1987; 1988; 

1989; 1990; 1991; 1992; 2001 

 

ATLAS/PLAT BOOKS AVAILABLE 
 

Atlas of Champaign County Illinois: 1893; 1913; 1929 combined - $40 

Logan County Illinois: 1979; 1993; 1996; 1997 individual - $10 each, 2013 - $35 + $3 S/H 

McLean County Illinois: 1996 - $10 

Sangamon/Menard Counties Illinois: 1995 - $10 

Atlas of Winnebago County, Illinois: 1871; 1892; 1905 combined; $40 Including Atlas of Boone & 

Winnebago Co: 1886 
 

LOGAN COUNTY PLATES 
 

Elkhart – 9.5 in: 1855-1955 (1) 

Emden – 7.5 in: 1871-1971 (1) 

Emden St. Peter’s Lutheran Church: 1879-1979 (2) 

Abraham Lincoln – 10 in: 1853-1953 (5) 

Lincoln First Methodist Church-new building (5) 

Lincoln Sesquicentennial: 1818-1968 (3) 

Mt. Pulaski Methodist Church - 10in: (2) 

Mt. Pulaski Stahl's Siltennial: 1836-1961 (3) 

Sheers Building (2) 

Sheers Courthouse (2) 

Sheers Auto Supply (5) 

Zion Lutheran Ch - New Holland 1871-1971 (1) 

  

Plates are $10 each plus $4 S/H. 
 

 

 

Worrying won't stop the bad stuff from happening. 

 

It just stops you from enjoying the good. 
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ORNAMENTS 
 

1999 Logan Co. Courthouse - $10 

2000 Lincoln City Hall - $10 

2001 Lincoln Public Library - $10 

2002 Abraham Lincoln Mem. Hospital - $10 

2004 Lincoln College - $10 

2005 Logan Co Courthosue - $10 

2006 Earl Hargrove Chapel LCC - $10 

2007 The Arcade Building - $10 

2008 Logan Co. Courthouse - $10 

2009 Logan Co. Courthouse - $10 

2010 Lincoln Woman’s Club - $10 

2013 A. Lincoln’s 1858 Speech - $10 

2015 Knapp, Chesnut, Becker Building, Middletown, 

IL - $10
 

Publications & CDs for Sale 

 

CD’S 
 

All CDs are $20 + $2 S/H. CDs are searchable 

unless noted 

Old Union Cemetery; updated in 2008 

1878 History of Logan County 

1886 History of Logan County 

1911 History of Logan County - Stringer 

1860 Logan County Census - complete 

1840, 1850, 1855, 1860, 1870, 1880 Logan 

County Census Index 

1873, 1893, 1910 Atlases of Logan County; (not 

searchable) 

Logan County Cemetery Index 

Lincoln Herald Index 1859-1873 
 

BOOKS 
 

A Deeper Dive Into the Better Government Council of 

Logan County, Illinois, Fuller – 2021. $35+$5 S/H. 

The Spanish Influenza Epidemic in Logan County, 

Illinois, 1918-1920, Donath – 2020. $30+$5 S/H. 

Abraham Lincoln in Logan County, Beaver - $25 + $5 

S/H 

Days Gone By - $38 + $5 S/H 

Generosity, The Story of Logan County, During the 

Great War, Donath-2016 - $35 + $4 S/H 

Be Careful Crossing the Hard Road, Detmers - $15 + 

$3 S/H 

This Is My Story, Vol. II; (hard cover) 365 pages 

Personal stories from Logan County Veterans who 

served in any branch of the Military. $25+$5 S/H 

The Town Abraham Lincoln Warned, Henson-2011- 

$15 + $4 S/H 

William Scully & the Scully Estate of Logan Co., 

Beaver - $15 + S/H 

Logan County Pictorial History, Gleason & Beaver, 

$35.00 + $5 S/H 

 

Mt. Pulaski Cemetery Records (Soft cover) updated in 

2011 $20.00 + $3 S/H 

Updated   Pleasant Valley   Cemetery; (Soft cover) 

$12+ $3 S/H 

Walnut Hill Cemetery; 1976 Edition $12+ $3 S/H 

(Soft cover) 

Hartsburg Union Cemetery; (soft cover) $18 + $3 S/H 

Green Hill Cemetery; (soft cover) $18 + $3 S/H 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Logan Co. Township Maps of one room schools & 

Cemeteries; (soft cover) shows location of one 

room schools & cemeteries in Logan County.   

$10 + $3 S/H 

Logan County Courthouse 100th Anniversary; 

(soft cover) $10 +$4 S/H 

Lincoln, IL, A Chronology 1953-2003; $5+$3 S/H 

1917 Prairie Farmers Reliable Directory of 

Breeders & Farmers in Logan County; 3 ring 

notebook & protective sleeves $20+4 S/H or $15 

for soft cover 

Heirship records of 1920 – 1924 & 

newspaper abstracts of 1839 - 1849; (soft 

cover) not available at Courthouse due to the 

fire of 1857.  148 pages (Updated due to faded 

print) $20+4 S/H 

 

To order books and CD's, send a letter to LCGHS at 114 N. Chicago St, Lincoln, IL 62656, give the name 

of each book or CD - quantity and price + S/H for each item. Please include your check for the total 

amount, along with your name and address. 

 



19 

 

Logan County Genealogical & Historical Society 
114 N. Chicago Street, Lincoln IL 62656 

   (217) 732-3200     
 

Membership Application/Renewal 
 

Membership runs from January 1 to December 31.  Membership includes four quarterlies.  To 

receive a Membership Card, please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope. Multiple year 

memberships are appreciated 
 

New Member ____    Renewing Member ____   Membership year: 2022  2023  2024  2025 
 

Today’s date___________________   

Memberships received after April 1st – please add $3.00 for mailing of back Quarterlies.   
 

Name________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________________________________________________ 
 

City______________________________State_____Zip___________Phone_______________ 
 

Membership Dues: Individual                                            ______ $20.00 

                                 Dual (Two persons at same address)   ______ $25.00 
 

In an effort to cut postage costs, the quarterly newsletter, Roots and Branches, will be emailed 

to members who have their email address on file with the Society.  Members not having email 

will continue to receive their quarterly by mail.  NOTE: Please remember to update your email 

address with LCGHS when changes are made to it. 
 

Email address: _______________________________________________________________ 
 

Indicate the family surname and information that you are researching, limit to 4. 
 

Surnames: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Individuals to be researched: ___________________________________________________ 
 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

If you want our assistance in your research, indicate the Surnames and/or any information you 

already have that will help in our search (i.e., dates, places of birth, death, etc.).  For members, 

$15 for an initial research is requested.  Non-members, please call 217-732-3200 for research 

fees. 
 
 

We want to thank you for your support.  The research center is operated solely on yearly 

membership dues and donations. 
 

I would like to make an additional donation of $_________________. 
 

LCGHS is a recognized 501(c) (3) organization as defined by the IRS tax code. 

I am able to volunteer: LCGHS phone number: 217-732-3200. Email: logancoil1839@gmail.com 

 

mailto:logancoil1839@gmail.com
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Publications Order Form 

 
Publication:                 Price w/S&H: 

                           

                           

                           

                           

                           

                           

                           

                           

                           

                           

                           

                           

                           

                           

                           
              Total Included:        

  

 
114 North Chicago Street 

 Lincoln, IL 62656 - 2729 
“Change Service Requested” 

 

 

 

Remember to Pay Your Dues for 2022. 

Dues now are $20 Single and $25 Dual. 

 


