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Roots & Branches 
                                Published by 

      Logan County Genealogical & Historical Society 

                      114 North Chicago Street 

                         Lincoln, Illinois 62656 
                                      Ph. (217) 732-3200 

                      Hours are Tues., Thur., Fri. 11 am ï 4 pm 

                         2nd & 4 th Sat. 10 am-1 pm 

                                    

 

 

 

 

Web Pages: http://www.logancoil-genhist.org &  http://www.rootsweb.com/~illcghs  
 

E-mail address lcghs1@hotmail.com  Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LoganCountyIllinois  
 

Winter 2020: January, February, March 
 

Meeting Schedule: All program meetings are at 6:30 pm. The speakers are first on the agenda.  We look forward 

to seeing you. Please call, Vice-President and Program Chairperson, with suggestions for programs at 217-732-

3200.  
 

January 20: Diane Osborn  will share photos from our collection. Also: Installation of new officers. 
 

 
 

March 16: Pastor John Johnson on, ñAbraham Lincoln Circuit Rider.ò 
 

Call for Article Submissions 
 

Members and readers who have a genealogical or historical story related to Logan County to tell can do so 

through the Roots & Branches. Stories can be submitted in writing or by email. These stories will provide a 

variety. Bill Donath, Editor 
 

Officers for 2020-2021 

 

President:     Diane Farmer 

Vice President:    Diane Osborn 

Treasurer:     Roseann Coers 

Recording Secretary:  JoAnne Marlin  

Corresponding Secretary: Mary Ellen Martin  

Board Member:    Brenda Jones 

Board Member:    Bill Donath 

Board Member:    Kirk Dobihal  

Board Member:    Diane Detmers 

Holiday Closings 
  

The Logan County Genealogical & Historical Society research center will be closed for the following 

holidays: New Yearôs Day, Good Friday, Memorial Day, 4th of July, Labor Day, Veteranôs Day, 

Thanksgiving and the day after, Christmas Eve Day, and Christmas Day.  

In the event any of the holidays falls on a Friday, the center will also be closed the following Saturday.

It is time to pay your dues for 2020. 

http://www.logancoil-genhist.org/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~illeghs
mailto:Lcghs1@hotmail.com
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The New Jail 
Lincoln Herald, Lincoln, Illinois, September 23, 1869 

 

 
ñOn Saturday of last week this building was 

inspected by the Board of Supervisors and 

accepted by them, and the Sheriff ordered to 

receive the keys of the building when turned over 

to him by the contractors, Messrs Ives & Co., that 

they have done a job of work on that building that 

they can point to with pride. The Supervisors, 

after having inspected it, passed a resolution 

commendatory of the work, and heartily 

recommended Messrs, Ives and Harrison to the 

patronage of counties contemplating 

improvements in new public buildings. 

ñWe paid a visit to the edifice a few days since 

and examined the inside arrangements, partly with 

a view see how it looked, and partly to detect if 

possible, a weak spot, where escape might be 

possible, in case of any unforeseen accident. We 

pronounce (after the inspection) the arrangements 

to be complete and the chances of escape for any 

unfortunate one on whom those massive doors 

may chance to close, to be secured indeed. The 

Sheriffôs House is furnished in a style surpassed 

by few private dwellings, and we venture the 

assertion that Chet is unwise not to get a mate and 

occupy it. All the modern conveniences have been 

put both in the House and the Jail, and we have no 

fear of contradiction when we say that a better 

arranged Jail than this cannot be found in the 

State. In this connection we will say that upon the 

turning over of the building to the Supervisors, on 

Saturday afternoon, Messrs, Ives and Harrison 

complimented the Board and a few friends by as 

sumptuous repast at the Eagle House. They, the 

contractors, leave our city with many friends, all 

wishing for them success in whatever enterprise 

they may hereafter engage.ò 

About the Change 
Regan Collection, January 7, 1909 

 

ñAs announced in last weekôs issue, today 

marks the official change in the management of 

the (Middletown) Ledger. The arrangement for the 

transfer has been completed sometime and new 

editor as been in charge of the paper since Dec. 

21st but wishing to get used to the saddle. So to 

speak, we have deferred making our opening bow 

to the public until this issue. We are glad to be 

able to show the advertising that we carry today. It 

reflects credit upon our businessmen and enhances 

the estimation that outsiders put on our town and 

its business enterprises. Our opening statement is 

printed on page 4 with the farewell statement of 

Mr. Allison .  

ñThe appearance and style of the paper has 

been changed somewhat. Heretofore some of the 

business men of the city have shared in the 

financial support of the paper, helping Mr. Allison 

put it on its feet when it was apparently in its last 

illness. Their public spirit in thus lending their aid 

to establish a newspaper for the community is 

highly commendable. 

ñThe new management believing that the 

Ledger is able to evolve its substance from the 

community without burdening these gentlemen 

has taken it from their protecting care and sent it 

forth independently but with god-speed and 

promise of hearty support of its former guardians. 

For this reason we omit the statement óOwned and 
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published by the business men of Middletownô which has appeared in its heading in the past.ò 
 

What has Become of All Colored Baseball Teams? 
Lincoln Semi-Weekly Star, Lincoln, Illinois, Dec. 3, 1918, p5 

 

ñThe Peoria Transcript asks óWhere oh where 

have the colored ball clubs gone? What has 

become of the (black) entertainers whose antics, 

and genuine playing skill, erstwhile sent thrills of 

joy through the breasts of both white and Negro 

gatherings? For many years, the black ball clubs 

have contributed greatly to the gaiety of the fans, 

and have played some of the best ball anyone 

could ask to see.ô 

ñôThe negro ball fan is even more uproarious 

and ebullient than his white contemporary; the 

negro ball player furnishes unlimited fun to the 

square yard, and the whole game, as conducted 

African-fashion, has been richly enjoyable for 

many reasons. But, where are the colored players 

now?ô 

Played Long Seasons 

ñôNegro ball clubs ï those which have attained 

eminent distinction ï really played more ball than 

the major league teams. A Negro club started 

around April 1, played till October 31, and then as 

a rule, sailed to Cuba. In the tropical isle, the agile 

(players) kept on capering till March, when they 

picked up and returned to start things all over 

again at home. Many a Negro club has played 

from 200 to 250 games in a season for a good 

colored team can get bookings for nearly every 

afternoon.ô 

ñôMany of the black players have been as good 

as their white rivals but credit has never been give 

them for their skill. One mighty black, Jose 

Mendez, did manage in Cuba to force him of late 

recognition. Major leaguers who batted against 

Mendez in Cuba acknowledged that he was in the 

Mathewson and Alexander class for pitching 

ability and have also endorsed many other Cuba 

blacks as grand hitters, fielders and base runners. 

Numerous American negroes have for years been 

ranked as top notched as the big league players 

frankly admit that only the color line kept these 

men from standing at the summit of the 

profession.ôò 

Editorôs Note: Quite likely these men were 

still in the Army. The U.S. maintained an army of 

occupation in Germany until late 1919. Black 

soldiers were often assigned the clean up duties. 

Many worked clearing left-over German 

munitions from battle field positions. See the 

following story. 

 
 

TOWNSEND, Charles 

(DOW) of Lincoln, IL, was 

born Mar. 14, 1891, in Logan 

Co., KY. His parents were 

Preston and Charity (Hughes) 

Townsend. Charles was 

inducted into the Army Aug. 

1918, at Lincoln, IL. He was a 

Pvt. in the 804th Pioneer Inf.4 He served in France. 

Charles was killed in France Feb. 12, 1919 when a 

German Ammunition Dump Exploded. He is buried at 

the American National Cemetery in France. Photo: 

courtesy of Lincoln Public Library ï LCWHC WWI History 
Collection. (Excerpt from: ñGenerosity, The Story of Logan 

County, Illinois, During the Great War, 1917-1919, p296,ò 

Donath, 2016.)  

 

 

Donated Photos 
 

From time to time, the Logan County Genealogical and Historical Society receives donations of 

photographs. Photos with identification are assigned to the proper location for the family. Other photos 

are enjoyed for their historical content; such has the following photo of a very early horseless bus. There 

are eleven men on the bus. We do not believe the location to be in Logan County. Join us for the January 

20 Program meeting when Diane Osborn presents a portion of our photo collection. 
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Charles Stringerôs Interesting Photos 
Lincoln Semi-Weekly Star, Lincoln, Illinois, June 17, 1919 p5 

 

ñCharles Stringer, who was recently 

mustered out of the U. S. Services, has some 

interesting photographs taken in France and 

Germany. He was in the photographic 

department of the U. S. Intelligence Bureau 

and was in France several months, being 

quartered principally in Chaumont near the 

headquarters of General Pershing. After the 

armistice he traveled considerably and has 

many photographs taken of places and 

territory prominent in the Great War 

activities.ò Editorôs Note: Charles was not the 

only Logan County soldier in the 

photographic department of the army aviation 

corps.  

. 

Into Photo Aviation Work  
Lincoln Courier Herald, Lincoln, Illinois, March 25, 1918, p4 

 

Lincoln Boy Among Very First to Join New 

Service Branch 

ñMrs. William Voepel has received a card 

from her brother, Harry Hopp , who enlisted 

in the photographic department of the army 

aviation corps at Rochester, New York on 

March 5, 1918. He states that when he arrived 

there he was the 29th man to reach this school, 

where there are now over 800 men in training. 

Harry is the only Lincoln boy as yet in this 

important branch of the service.ò  

 
 

Anniversary of Firemenôs Record 

Lincoln Semi-Weekly Star, Lincoln, Illinois, Aug. 26, 1919 

 

ñA member of the fire department who helped 

make the run in Decatur in 1895 that cinched the 

record for the Lincoln hose team for race with a 

handcart, coupling etc., mentioned Sunday that it 

was August 23, 1895, twenty-four years ago, that 

the deed occurred. The record for a sprint of 320 
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yards with an 800-lb. cart of hose and the further 

attaching of hose and pipe under the tournament 

conditions was made in 30.2 seconds. This record 

has stood ever since. The Lincoln team still 

remains the champ of this division, holding the 

worldôs record. These races are not run now and 

the handcarts are placed in museums, so that 

future generations may know how their ancestors 

fought fire in the good old days before motors 

were installed.ò 

 

 

Edward Maher is Owner of Fenian Bond Issued 1866 
Lincoln Semi-Weekly Star, Lincoln, Illinois, July 1, 1919, p2 

 

ñIf the Irish republic becomes a political entity 

and the men who do the legislating therefore, are 

of the same opinion of Eamonnds Valers, who is 

in this country at present, there is one family who 

will be able to redeem one of the Fenian bonds 

issued in 1866. 

ñThe issue of bonds by the Fenians amounted 

to $500,000 and though they were issued in 1866, 

just 53 years ago, they have never been paid. He 

bought it in 1866. He framed it and it is today in 

the home of Edward Maher  awaiting 

redemption. 

ñSo far as is known, it is the only one in this 

city. Mr. Maher did not know off-hand what was 

the denomination of the bond and Mr. Maher who 

bought it evidently had little hope of redeeming it 

as he framed it rather than put it away for 

redemption. It has been valued by the family for 

years as a memento, and now by the strange 

vicissitude of fortune there is a possibility that it 

may be turned into cash, in case the family wish to 

part with it.ò 

 

 

Install Finger Print Department Sheriffôs Office 
Lincoln Semi-Weekly Star, Lincoln, Illinois, Nov. 28, 1919, p1 

 

 ñExperts from the finger print department of 

the Merchants National Protective and 

Detective Association were in Lincoln yesterday 

installing their service in the sheriffôs office. 

ñThey have a finger print bureau containing 

thousands of prints from all over the state. This is 

the only office in the state outside of Chicago that 

is fully equipped for doing finger print work in all 

its branches. This Association also uses blood 

hounds in running down criminals. 

ñThe Merchants Detective and Protective 

Association is maintained by the Pioneer Casualty 

Insurance Co., who specializes on burglar 

insurance on merchandise. By co-operating with 

the sheriffs throughout the state the risk of 

burglary is greatly reduced. The finger print 

department is under the personal supervision of 

Mr. A. M. Duke, who is also a member to the 

International Association of Identification.ò 

 
 

Recall Lincoln Pioneer Days 
Lincoln Semi-Weekly Star, Dec. 12, 1919, p5 

 

ñSeveral business men of the city, who have 

resided in Lincoln since they were small boys, 

were in a reminiscent mood Thursday and were 

talking over the days when Lincoln was more or 
less of a prairie town. At this time coal was a 

rarity and all of Lincoln and surrounding country 

was supplied with wood for fuel. 

ñThe Chicago & Alton Railway burned wood 

entirely a fuel. The Lincoln contract for wood was 

in the hands of the late James Coogan, Sr., a 

pioneer. He had his wood in neat stacks, corded, 

south of the freight depot, where the little 

ñDehnerò park now stands. A tread saw operated 
by a horse was used in cutting the wood. 

ñMany of the early residents, as boys, assisted 

Mr. Coogan in getting the material, chopping and 

caring for the supply. The winter, more sever then 
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than now, were commonly below zero for weeks 

at a stretch.ò 

Editorôs Note: The first coal mine in Lincoln 

was dug in 1869, known as the South Shaft was 

located south of what is now Broadwell Drive. 

The mine operated until 1918 when a fire in the 

mine made it unworkable. Researchers can find 

information on the coal mines of Logan County at 

LCGHS.  

 

 Ticklish Job to Clean Court Dome 
Lincoln Semi-weekly Star, Lincoln, Illinois, March 16, 1920, p6 

 

ñWorkmen engaged in refreshing the 

appearances of the interior of the court house have 

gone a long way toward finishing their job and 

this week, some of them have been cleaning the 

glass dome on the interior of the building. Thus 

far, the men on the job have cleaned the top of the 

dome. The cleaning of the inside is going to be a 

big job but it will not be as bad as it may seem, 

and will not require the services of a simple-jack. 

Swinging on a stage from the inside of the dome 

would be a rather hazardous job, so the contractor 

will first build a floor over the top railing 

surrounding the ówellô under the dome on the top 

floor. This will reduce the distance and then, they 

will build over this a framework of wood which 

will permit the men to do their work with little 

danger.ò  

Editorôs Note: This cleaning was done when 

the courthouse was just fifteen years old. 

 

 

Women Carried N. H. School Vote to Its Success 
Lincoln Semi-Weekly, Lincoln, Illinois, March 16, 1920, p3 

 

ñThe resume of the votes cast on the 

community high school question in New Holland 

Saturday shows that the ladies saved the day for 

the high school. The major portion of the male 

voters was against the new proposition but the 

mere men vote did not prevail over the 

amalgamated vote of the feminine contingent. The 

proposition carried by a majority of 38 votes in a 

total of 370 votes cast, which is the narrowest 

escape the community high school proposition has 

had in the county. The men for their part of it 

defeated the measure by a vote of 90 against to 81 

for. The women overwhelmingly carried the 

proposition by their vote, 73 for to 26 against. 

This carried the measure through.ò 

Editorôs Note: 1920 was the first year that 

women were allowed to vote. 

  
 

Railway Employees Remove Driftwood 
Lincoln Semi-Weekly Star, March 19, 1920 

 

ñThe floods of the past week have been 

carrying masses of driftwood against the Chicago 

& Alton bridge at New Holland, and the gorge 

that was formed imperiled the structure. It was 

decided to send the wrecker and crew up from 

Springfield and life the tree trunks and other 

debris out of the creek and onto the bank. The job 

was completed yesterday and the crew returned to 

headquarters after several daysô work.ò 

 

 

 

Remember to pay your dues for 2020. 
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Lincoln Courier-Herald, Lincoln, Illinois, December 15, 1920 

 

This political cartoon from one hundred years ago, 1920, shows us that the effort to stem immigration from 

foreign lands has been tackled at other times. Early in the history of the U. S. A., immigrants were sought to help 

develop the western lands. When that effort was complete, it was thought that immigrants were no longer 

necessary. That thought recurs from time to time. However, immigration was ongoing as shown by the following 

article, also from 100 years ago. 
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Ten Applicants are Granted Citizenship 
Lincoln Courier-Herald, Jan.20, 1920, p4 

 

ñTen applications for citizenship were granted, 

three were continued and three dismissed in the 

circuit court late yesterday afternoon, when F. W. 

Weber, United States naturalization attorney from 

Chicago, completed examination of petitioners. 
 

ñThe list follows: 
 

Granted Citizenship 

Joseph Wysocki, Russia 

Jacob, Lovinius, Sweden 

Wilhelm Gabriel , Germany 

Carl Weber, Austria-Hungary 

Alois Supanzitsch, Austria-Hungary 

Fritz Baldin , Austria-Hungary 

George H. Hamp, Canada 

August Kostomay, Austria-Hungary 

John, Romich, Austria Hungary 

Victor Fichtner , Austria Hungary 
 

Cases Continued 

Adolph Parscenski 

Paul Wessbecher 

Martin Schwenoha 
 

Cases Dismissed 

Pava Savic 

Ignatz Stiplosch 

John Sahorsky 
 

ñThe examination continued all afternoon. The 

continuances were ordered because further 

knowledge of American government and the 

English language was required, and dismissals 

were ordered in cases where applicantôs family is 

in the old country. 

ñôDonôt try to become a citizen of the United 

States when you have left your families in the old 

country,ô Judge Harris advised. ôYou cannot 

expect to leave your family to be supported in the 

old country and come here and be accepted as 

citizens.ôò 

ñôYou who are granted citizenship have just 

begun to learn American ways. Continue your 

study. Find out what is going on in this country 

and forget about the old country you come from. It 

is time enough to worry about the old country 

after you know and understand all about this 

country which has adopted you.ô 

ñôYou that are taking foreign language 

newspapers ought to begin taking American 

papers. I donôt want to work a hardship on any of 

you, but if you will substitute American for 

foreign language papers it will help you to learn 

more about our government and our affairs.ô 

ñThe examination of George H. Hamp and 

August Kostomay was superficial. Both had 

served the in United States army in the recent war, 

Hamp was a sergeant.ò 

Tells Story of Bringing Lincolnôs Body to Capital 
Lincoln Semi-Weekly Star, Feb. 18, 1919, p8 

 

ñPersons, who remember the slow-moving 

cortege of Abraham Lincoln , as it came through 

this city over the Alton, will be interested in the 

following story relative to the funeral train as 

given by a former member of the crew of the train 

which brought the body to Springfield. The story 

is as follows: 

ñProbably the last living member of the train 

crew that brought the body of Abraham Lincoln 

from Chicago to Springfield, following the 

assassination of the martyred president, resides at 

Jerseyville. This man is William Porter , who in 

1864 enlisted in the 146th Illinois Infantry. He was 

mustered out of the service in the fall of the same 

year and went to work for the Chicago & Alton as 

a brakeman. The day before the funeral train was 

due to arrive, a dozen brakemen were summoned 

before the assistant superintendent and told to get 
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ready to go to Chicago and bring the funeral train 

through. In speaking of the trip recently Mr. 

Porter said: 

ñJ. C. McMullen, assistant superintendent of 

the Chicago division, had charge of the train, but 

George Hawett, an old passenger man, was given 

the assignment as conductor. As I remember it, 

the funeral train consisted of a baggage car, 

several ordinary coaches and the catafalque car 

which was the second car from the rear end of the 

train. The funeral car was specially arranged for 

carrying the body of the president. A crack New 

York regiment escorted the body and performed 

guard duty during the entire trip from Washington 

to Springfield. Four guards were posted in each 

car, two at each end and no one was allowed to 

enter the train without a permit. 

ñThe head officials of the Chicago & Alton 

took special pains to guard against an accident. 

All bridges were guarded and switch rails at 

obscure sidings were securely spiked down. All 

regular trains were ordered to take the siding an 

hour before the special was scheduled to pass. 

Lincolnôs Picture on Engine. 

ñThe two locomotives selected for the trip 

were No. 40 and No. 57. They were wood 

burners, with old-fashioned balloon smoke stacks. 

Russian Iron jacket, brass dome, brass sand box, 

brass bell frame, six-inch brass bands encircling 

the boiler about four feet apart, and all brass parts 

nicely polished. Henry Russell was the man at 

the throttle of No. 40 and James (Jim) Cotton 

was the man at the throttle of No. 57, which 

served as pilot engine. Directly under the 

headlight was the picture of the martyred 

president done in crayon, and in a circular frame 

or wreath of flowers about five feet in diameter. 

ñOn the evening of May 2, the train was 

backed into the union station at Chicago to take 

the body of the dead president. The funeral 

cortege left the court house in Chicago at six 

oôclock. The hearse was drawn by six black 

stallions, each attended by a Negro groom in 

uniform. The train left Chicago at 7:30 oôclock 

and only stopped at the larger stations. At all stops 

the people congregated, grim visage men and 

women, with tear bedimmed eyes. The throngs 

were silent. The train arrived in Springfield the 

next morning. A vast crowd gathered. When the 

pilot engine arrived at the outskirts of the city, it 

stopped and waited for the funeral train. It was 

then coupled to the regular train and entrance was 

made to Springfield. It took over two hours to go 

that many miles. It was indeed a funeral of the 

people.ò 

 
 

Schonauer Farm Cyclone Occurred 17 Years Ago 
Lincoln Semi-Weekly Star, Lincoln, Illinois, April 13, 1920, p8 

 

ñSeventeen years ago today, Monday, April 

12, (1903) occurred the cyclone which was small 

in size and very destructive and completely 

demolished the home and buildings on the 

Schonauer farm east of Lincoln. The day was 

ideal until after dinner when a wind came up 

about two oôclock. It was hardly noticeable in 

town and only had a little rain with it, but at the 

Schonauer farm is a sort of pocket, it dipped to the 

earth and was very destructive. A few minutes 

afterward the sum came out and the ideal weather 

continued. Seventeen years ago, while not 

seeming so long was before the days of the 

óflivverô and every young man who had a óbest 

girlô and could possibly do so obtained a horse 

and rig and took his girl out to view the ruins of 

the storm.ò 
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Committees for the 1920 Atlanta Fair 
Lincoln Courier-Herald, Lincoln, Illinois, Jan. 20, 1920 

 

 ñAt an enthusiastic meeting of the directors of 

the Atlanta Fair Association, plans were discussed 

for the 1920 exhibition and the committees and 

heads of the various departments were appointed. 

It was decided to plan for the hog show, along the 

same lines bur on an enlarged scale, as the 1919 

show, which was a fine success. Plans for this 

yearôs fair also include a $100 driving stake and a 

$500 saddle stake. 

ñThe committees appointed were as follows. 

ñAdmission and Gates: J. Howard Baker, T. 

A. Verry and Chas. Ross. 

ñPrivileges: Chas Ross, D. M. Kampf and T. 

A. Gardner. 

ñHorses: Geo. P. Lackenmeyer, A. L. Adair 

and D. N. Funk. 

ñCattle: D. M. Kampf, Lagan Hoblit and 

Geo. Stoll. 

ñHogs: T. A. Gardner, G. I. Church and 

James Armstrong. 

ñFloral Hall: J. Howard Baker, T. A. Verry, 

Geo Stoll.  

ñMusic and Attractions: George L. Church, 

A. L. Adair and D. N. Funk. 

ñSpeed: A. L. Adair, Geo. Lackenmeyer, D. 

N. Funk 

ñBuilding and Grounds: Thos. E. 

Stubblefield, Geo. Ross and G. L. Church. 

ñPremium List: E. W. Montgomery, J. H. 

Baker and C. S. Nollier.  

 

 

It  is time to pay your dues for 2020. 
 

DO YOU REMEMBER WHEN?  
Contributed by Bill Detmers 

 

It took five minutes for the TV warm up?  
 

When a quarter was a decent allowance? 
 

You'd reach into a muddy gutter for a penny?  
 

Your Mom wore nylons that came in two pieces?  
 

All your male teachers wore neckties and female 

teachers had their hair done every day and wore 

high heels?  
 

You got your windshield cleaned, oil checked, and 

gas pumped, without asking, all for free, every 

time?  And you didn't pay for airéplus, you got 

trading stamps to boot? 
 

Laundry detergent had free glasses, dishes or 

towels hidden inside the box? 
 

It was considered a great privilege to be taken out 

to supper at a real restaurant with your parents?  
 

They threatened to keep kids back a grade if they 

failedéand they did? 

 

When a 55 Chevy or Ford was everyone's dream 

car...to cruise, peel out, lay rubber or watch 

submarine races, and people went steady? 
 

Stuff from the store came without safety caps and 

hermetic seals because no one had yet tried to 

poison a perfect stranger?  
 

When being sent to the principal's office was 

nothing compared to the fate that awaited the 

student at home? 
 

Basically we were in fear for our lives, but it 

wasn't because of drive-by shootings, drugs, 

gangs, etc. Our parents and grandparents were a 

much bigger threat!  But we survived because 

their love was greater than the threat. 

 

Candy cigarettes? 
 

Wax Coke-shaped bottles with colored sugar 

water inside?  
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Soda pop machines that dispensed glass bottles? 
 

Blackjack, Clove and Teaberry chewing gum? 
 

Home milk delivery in glass bottles with 

cardboard stoppers? 
 

Newsreels before the movie?  
 

Telephone numbers with a word 

prefix...(Raymond 4-601). Party lines?  
 

Howdy Doody? 
 

Hi-Ifôs?  
 

45 RPM records? 
 

78 RPM records? 
 

Green Stamps?  
 

Metal ice cubes trays with levers?  
 

Roller-skate keys?  
 

Studebakers? 
 

Washtub wringers?    
 

Erector Sets?  
 

15 cent McDonald hamburgers? 
 

5 cent packs of baseball cards - with that awful 

pink slab of bubble gum?  

 

Penny candy?  
 

25 cent a gallon gasoline?

 

Presidential Election Items 1896 
Shew Collection ï Lincoln Herald - Job Print 

 

The Lincoln Herald was the Republican mouthpiece in Logan County. Only Republican print jobs are in the collection. 
 

William McKinley  was elected President in 1896. John Riley 

Tanner was candidate for Illinoisô Governor. He was elected as well 

and started his term in 1897. McKinley would be reelected four years 

later with Teddy Roosevelt as his running mate. McKinley would be 

assassinated in 1901 and followed by Roosevelt as President. The 

following banner, from the Shew Collection, was printed by the 

Lincoln Herald for signs in a parade. Other political items will 

follow. 
 

 
 

 

The following pages contain images of another of the artifacts from the Shew collection. The Shew 

collection is comprised of two groups of material. One group is a collection of several hundred issues of 

the Lincoln Herald newspaper. The Lincoln Herald was one of the first newspapers established in Logan 

County. It was established in 1856. The images presented here are pages of the June 1897 issue of the 

Charitable Observer, a news letter published by the Asylum for Feeble Minded Children. Later names for 

the Asylum were The Lincoln State School and The Lincoln Developmental Center. These pages were 

chosen because of the historical information contained in them. The people who were in charge of making 

the Asylum of Feeble Minded Children function are identified. The three Trustees and the Superintendent, 

Dr. W. I. Athon , and many leading teachers and employees are listed.  
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The Horchem WW II Scrapbook 
Donated in 2017 

 

This newly processed accession was donated by the Horchem family of Middletown. Three of the 

fifty -nine pages in the scrapbook are presented here to give you an idea of the contents. We love getting 

donations of this type preserving Logan County History. The year 2020 is the 75th anniversary of the end 

of WW II. 
 

B 
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LCGHS Store 
 

Duplicate Books Available 
 

The following duplicate books are available for purchase from LCG&HS. High school & college 

yearbooks sell for $10 each and include: 

 

Lincoln :  1914; 1916 (2); 1917; 1918; 1920; 1921 

(6); 1922 (4); 1923 (3); 1924 (2); 1925; 1926 

(2), 1927 (2); 1928; 1931 (4); 1932; 1933 (2); 

1934 (2); 1935; 1940; 1941; 1946; 1947 (2); 

1948; 1949 (2); 1950 (3); 1951; 1962; 1967; 

1982 

Hartsburg -Emden:  1957 

Elkhart : 1928 

Lincoln College: 1970 
 

Make Tracks to Latham 125th Anniversary 

1872-1972 - $20 + S/H 

Mt. Pulaski 100yr 1836-1936 - $10 + S/H 

Twelve Momentous Years in the Other Atlanta, 

1853-1865 - $20 + S/H 

Elkhart is Like a Box of Chocolates - $7 + S/H 

Echoes From the Branches - $7 + S/H 

Glimpses of Lincoln, IL. - $15 + S/H 
 

Duplicate City Directories are available for $10 

each. Lincoln : 1979; 1982; 1983; 1987; 1988; 

1989; 1990; 1991; 1992; 2001 

 

ATLAS/PLAT BOOKS AVAILABLE  
 

Atlas of Champaign County Illinois: 1893; 1913; 1929 combined - $40 

Logan County Illinois: 1979; 1993; 1996; 1997 individual - $10 each, 2013 - $35 + $3 S/H 

McLean County Illinois : 1996 - $10 

Sangamon/Menard Counties Illinois : 1995 - $10 

Atlas of Winnebago County, Illinois: 1871; 1892; 1905 combined; $40 Including Atlas of Boone & 

Winnebago Co: 1886 
 

LOGAN COUNTY PLATES  
 

Elkhart ï 9.5 in: 1855-1955 (1) 

Emden ï 7.5 in: 1871-1971 (1) 

Emden St. Peterôs Lutheran Church: 1879-1979 (2) 

Abraham Lincoln ï 10 in: 1853-1953 (5) 

Lincoln First Methodist Church-new building (5) 

Lincoln Sesquicentennial: 1818-1968 (3) 

Mt. Pulaski Methodist Church - 10in: (2) 

Mt. Pulaski Stahl's Siltennial: 1836-1961 (3) 

Sheers Building (2) 

Sheers Courthouse (2) 

Sheers Auto Supply (5) 

Zion Lutheran Ch - New Holland 1871-1971 (1) 

  

Plates are $10 each plus $4 S/H. 
 

 
 

Worrying won't stop the bad stuff from happening. 

 

It just stops you from enjoying the good. 

 

 

It is time to pay your dues for 2020. 
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ORNAMENTS  
 

1999 Logan Co. Courthouse - $10 

2000 Lincoln City Hall - $10 

2001 Lincoln Public Library - $10 

2002 Abraham Lincoln Mem. Hospital - $10 

2004 Lincoln College - $10 

2005 Logan Co Courthosue - $10 

2006 Earl Hargrove Chapel LCC - $10 

2007 The Arcade Building - $10 

2008 Logan Co. Courthouse - $10 

2009 Logan Co. Courthouse - $10 

2010 Lincoln Womanôs Club - $10 

2013 A. Lincolnôs 1858 Speech - $10 

2015 Knapp, Chesnut, Becker Building, Middletown, 

IL - $10
 

Publications & CD's for Sale 

 

CDôS 
 

All CD's are $20 + $2 S/H. CD's are searchable 

unless noted 

Civil War Statue Dedication - 2011 

Old Union Cemetery;  updated in 2008 

1878 History of Logan County 

1886 History of Logan County 

1911 History of Logan County - Stringer 

1860 Logan County Census - complete 

1840, 1850, 1855, 1860, 1870, 1880 Logan 

County Census Index 

1873, 1893, 1910 Atlases of Logan County; (not 

searchable) 

Logan County Cemetery Index 

Lincoln Herald Index 1859-1873 
 

BOOKS 
 

Days Gone By - $38 + $5 S/H 

Generosity, The Story of Logan County, Dur ing the 

Great War, Donath-2016 - $35 + $4 S/H 

Be Careful Crossing the Hard Road, Detmers - $15 + 

$3 S/H 

 

This Is My Story, Vol. II;  (hard cover) 365 pages 

Personal stories from Logan County Veterans who 

served in any branch of the Military. $25+5 S/H 

The Logan Regiment, Blessman-2016 - $20 + $4 S/H   

The  Town Abraham Lincoln Warned, Henson-2011- 

$15 + $4 S/H 

 

Mt. Pulaski Cemetery Records (Soft cover) updated in 

2011 $20.00 + $3 S/H 

Updated   Pleasant Valley   Cemetery;  (Soft cover)   

$12+ $3 S/H 

Walnut Hi ll Cemetery; 1976 Edition $12+ $3 S/H 

(Soft cover) 

Hartsburg Union Cemetery; (soft cover) $18 + $3 S/H 

Green Hill Cemetery; (soft cover) $18 + $3 S/H 
 

MISCELLANEOUS  
 

Logan Co. Township Maps of one room schools & 

Cemeteries; (soft cover) shows location of one 

room schools & cemeteries in Logan County.   

$10 + $3 S/H 

Logan County Courthouse 100th Anniversary; 

(soft cover) $10 +$4 S/H 

Lincoln, IL, A Chronology 1953-2003; $5+$3 S/H 

1917 Prairie Farmers Reliable Directory of 

Breeders & Farmers in Logan County; 3 ring 

notebook & protective sleeves $20+4 S/H or $15 

for soft cover 

Heirship records of 1920 ï 1924 & 

newspaper abstracts of 1839 - 1849; (soft 

cover) not available at Courthouse due to the 

fire of 1857.  148 pages (Updated due to faded 

print) $20+4 S/H 

1860 US Federal Census of Logan County; (Soft 

cover)  $30+$5 S/H 

1880 US Federal Census of Logan County; (Soft 

cover)  $30+ $5 S/H 

 

To order books and CD's, send a letter to LCGHS at 114 N. Chicago St, Lincoln, IL 62656, give the name 

of each book or CD - quantity and price + S/H for each item. Please include your check for the total 

amount, along with your name and address. 
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Logan County Genealogical & Historical Society 
114 N. Chicago Street, Lincoln IL 62656 

   (217) 732-3200     
 

Membership Application/Renewal 
 

Membership runs from January 1 to December 31.  Membership includes four quarterlies.  To receive a 

Membership Card, please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope. Multiple year memberships are 

appreciated 
 

New Member ____    Renewing Member ____   Membership year: 2020   2021   2022   2023 
 

Todayôs date___________________   

Memberships received after April 1st ï please add $3.00 for mailing of back Quarterlies.   
 

Name________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________________________________________________ 
 

City______________________________State_____Zip___________Phone_______________ 
 

Membership Dues: Individual                                            ______ $15.00 

                                 Dual (Two persons at same address)   ______ $20.00 
 

In an effort to cut postage costs, the quarterly newsletter, Roots and Branches, will be emailed to 

members who have their email address on file with the Society.  Members not having email will 

continue to receive their quarterly by mail.  NOTE:  Please remember to update your email address with 

LCGHS when changes are made to it. 
 

Email address: _______________________________________________________________ 
 

Indicate the family surname and information that you are researching, limit to 4. 
 

Surnames: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Individuals to be researched: ___________________________________________________ 
 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

If you want our assistance in your research, indicate the Surnames and/or any information you already 

have that will help in our search (i.e., dates, places of birth, death, etc.).  For members, $15 for an initial 

research is requested.  Non-members, please call 217-732-3200 for research fees. 
 
 

We want to thank you for your support.  The research center is operated solely on yearly membership 

dues and donations. 
 

I would like to make an additional donation of $_________________. 
 

LCGHS is a recognized 501(c) (3) organization as defined by the IRS tax code. 

I am able to volunteer: LCGHS phone number: 217-732-3200. Email: lcghs1@hotmail.com 
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Publications Order Form 

 
Publication:                 Price w/S&H: 

                           

                           

                           

                           

                           

                           

                           

                           

                           

                           

                           

                           

                           

                           

                           
              Total Included:          

 
114 North Chicago Street 

 Lincoln, IL 62656 - 2729 
ñChange Service Requestedò 

 

 

 

 

It is time to pay your dues for 2020. 
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Roots & Branches 
                                Published by 

      Logan County Genealogical & Historical Society 

                      114 North Chicago Street 

                         Lincoln, Illinois 62656 
                                      Ph. (217) 732-3200 

                      Hours are Tues., Thur., Fri. 11 am ï 4 pm 

                         2nd & 4 th Sat. 10 am-1 pm 

                                    

 

 

 

 

Web Pages: http://www.logancoil-genhist.org &  http://www.rootsweb.com/~illcghs  
 

E-mail address lcghs1@hotmail.com  Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LoganCountyIllinois  
 

Spring 2020: April , May, June 
 

Meeting Schedule: All program meetings are at 6:30 pm. The speakers are first on the agenda.  We look forward 

to seeing you. Please call, Vice-President and Program Chairperson, with suggestions for programs at 217-732-

3200.  
 

April  20: Tentative: LCGHS will visit Tazwell County Genealogical Society. We will leave at 6:00 p.m. from 

LCGHS 
 

May 18: Tentative: Diane Osborn will present a program on Lincoln Sand & Gravel Co. 
 

June 15: Other programs have not been planned due to unknown situations with COVID-19. 
 

Call for Article Submissions 
 

Members and readers who have a genealogical or historical story related to Logan County to tell can do so 

through the Roots & Branches. Stories can be submitted in writing or by email. These stories will provide a 

variety. Bill Donath, Editor 
 

Officers for 2020-2021 

 

President:     Diane Farmer 

Vice President:    Diane Osborn 

Treasurer:     Roseann Coers 

Recording Secretary:  JoAnne Marlin  

Corresponding Secretary: Mary Ellen Martin  

Board Member:    Brenda Jones 

Board Member:    Bill Donath 

Board Member:    Kirk Dobihal  

Board Member:    Diane Detmers 

Holiday Closings 
  

The Logan County Genealogical & Historical Society research center will be closed for the following 

holidays: New Yearôs Day, Good Friday, Memorial Day, 4th of July, Labor Day, Veteranôs Day, 

Thanksgiving and the day after, Christmas Eve Day, and Christmas Day.  

In the event any of the holidays falls on a Friday, the center will also be closed the following Saturday.

http://www.logancoil-genhist.org/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~illeghs
mailto:Lcghs1@hotmail.com
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The New Lincoln House 
Shew Collection - Lincoln Herald, Lincoln, Illinois, October 19, 1876 p5 

 

 
 

 

 

A Formal Opening 

The banquet proposed by our citizens as a formal 

opening of the new Lincoln House took place on 

Thursday evening, the 12th inst., and was one of the 

most brilliant and successful entertainments ever 

given in the city. At an early hour the parlors of the 

house and the spacious rotunda were thronged with 

our leading business and professional men, 

accompanied by their wives and daughters, while a 

number were present from surrounding towns. In all 

there were at least two hundred and fifty persons in 

the rooms, thought the house is spacious and the 

number appeared much smaller. A finer-looking 

company could hardly be assembled anywhere. The 

arrangement of the house and its handsome furniture 

and appointments claimed the attention of all present 

and brought out frequent and favorable comments 

which must have been gratifying to its owner Mr. J. 

D. Gillett  and to Mr. J. W. Hutchinson, the lessee. 

The universal expression was that the house was a 

credit to the town and was, in fact, worthy of any city 

in the State. 
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While the company promenaded the halls or held 

sociables in the parlors, the Germania orchestra, of 

Springfield, ófilled in the pausesô with music. At 10 

oôclock the folding doors leading to the spacious 

dining room were thrown open and the numerous 

tables, with their handsome decorations of flowers 

and ornamental confectionery, were soon surrounded 

by a company who, while disposed to do full justice 

to all that was set before them, were not so hungry as 

to be incapable of admiring the skill and taste 

displayed in the preparation of the supper which was 

probably the finest ever prepared in Lincoln. The bill 

of fare was as follows: 
 

MENU 

Oysters, Meats, Etc. 

Oysters 

Escalloped, a la Mode                      Raw 
 

Boiled Meats 

Pressed Beef              Pickled Beef Tongue 
 

Salads 

Chicken Salad, a la Mayonnaise 

Lobster Salad, a la Italian 

Meats, Relishes, Etc. 
 

Meats 

Boned Turkey, a la Francaise 

Danaôs Sugar Cured Ham 

Roast Turkey, a la Lincoln 

Roast Chicken, a la Anglaise 
 

Relishes 

French Mustard 

Walnut Catsup 

Old Dominion Sauce 
 

Dessert 

Charlotte de Russe 

Champagne Jelly, a la Roederer 

Sherry      Wine Jelly 
 

Cakes, Creams, Etc. 

Cakes 

Fancy Assorted Cakes 
 

Creams 

Vanilla    Chocolate    New York 

Lemon Ice 
 

French Coffee 

Tea          Coffee        Chocolate 

 

Dancing began at about 11 oôclock and continued 

till small hours. Following are the names of those 

present from other towns: J. D. Gillett and wife, Miss 

Grace Gillett, Miss Anna Gillett  and Miss Nina 

Gillett , Wm. T. Hughes and daughter, Elkhart; Mrs. 

Hill , Miss Kate Chatterton, H. C. Latham, 

Springfield; Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hoblit , Atlanta; 

W. P. Sawyer and wife and J. Dunbar, Mt. Pulaski; 

Wm. E. Smith and Fred E. Foster, Chicago; Chas. 

E. Deane, Peoria; A. H. Purdie, Mrs. Robinson and 

Miss Hawley Pekin; Dr. W. C. Maull  and wife, 

Middletown. 

Description of the House 

The new house thus formally opened to the public 

stands at the corner of Broadway and Chicago streets, 

a central location one square from the court house and 

fronting the Chicago & Alton passenger depot, from 

which it is separated by Chicago street and a strip of 

railroad land which is to be converted into a park. 

Work was begun on the house in July 1875 and the 

final touches were put to the building in August of 

this year. No better site for a hotel could have been 

found in the city. 

Externally the house presents a fine appearance, 

having a frontage of one hundred and eight feet on 

Broadway and one hundred and nine feet on Chicago 

street and standing four stories above the pavement. 

Forty feet of the Broadway front is only carried up 

two stories, the second story forming the dining room 

and kitchens. A mansard roof with slated slopes and 

windows of of a highly ornamented pattern gives 

grace to the outlines of the building whose 

appearance is further improved by a battlement of 

light iron work. The Chicago street façade is broken 

midway by a tower rising twenty-two feet above the 

roof and crowned by a flag-staff. The top of the tower 

is eighty feet from the sidewalk and affords the finest 

view of the surrounding country to be obtained 

anywhere in the city. Covering the main entrance, 

which is on Chicago street, is a handsome portico 

with heavy iron columns. The material of which the 

building is constructed is brick, with trimmings of 

artificial stone. 

The first story is devoted to business rooms. Of 

these there are five on the Broadway front and two on 

Chicago street. All have iron fronts with windows of 

plate glass and are very fine rooms. The two on 

Chicago street are used in connection with the hotel 

as barber shop, billiard room and saloon. 
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There are two entrances to the house, one for 

ladies on Broadway and the main entrance, as before 

stated, on Chicago street. Entering by the latters 

elegant double doors open upon a broad easy stairway 

leading to the office floor. Arrived at the second floor, 

to the right is the office, a fine room twenty-six by 

fifty -five feet in dimensions, paved with marble tiles, 

wainscoted in ash and walnut, and furnished with 

large and handsome chandeliers. The counter is a very 

ornate piece of work in walnut and butternut. Two 

sample rooms, fifteen by eighteen feet each, open 

from the office. The hall adjacent to the office looks 

upon the wash-room and water closets and gives 

space for one of the two stairways leading to the 

upper floors. 

Returning through the office, you enter what 

would be termed the rotunda, twenty-five by fifty 

feet, and opening through the third and fourth floors 

to the lantern in the roof. A broad and beautiful 

stairway leads from this to the next story. To the left 

and looking upon Broadway and Chicago streets are 

the ladies parlors, two fine rooms, eighteen feet in 

width and together sixty feet long. They have elegant 

grates and mantles, fine chandeliers, a piano, and very 

handsome sets in walnut and rep. Opening from the 

rotunda on the north are four suites of rooms, each 

sixteen by forty feet, carpeted with beautiful patterns 

of Brussels and provided with fine sets in walnut and 

rep. All have grates, bath-rooms and water-closets. 

One suite, the best-furnished of the four, is called the 

bridal chamber. Going east from the rotunda you 

enter the dining room, a finely proportioned hall 

beautifully wainscoted, furnished with two grates, and 

thirty-seven by forty-nine feet in dimensions. 

Immediately off from this are the kitchens and 

pantries. The main kitchen is twenty by twenty-five 

feet and is provided with all the modern 

conveniences, including hard and soft water, both hot 

and cold, Bramhall, Deane & Coôs. patent range, 

patent broiler, patent steam carving table, etc. 

Opening from the main kitchen is the pastry kitchen, 

a large well-lighted room, furnished, in addition to 

other conveniences, with a patent pastry oven which 

is said to do wonderfully good work. The steam 

laundry is below the kitchens, in the basement. The 

servantsô quarters are over adjacent business rooms 

and communicate with the hotel, without being in the 

building. 

The third floor contains a main hall thirty-nine 

feet, another twelve by forty-five feet, both 

beautifully carpeted, and twenty-two bed-rooms 

ranging in size from nine by fourteen to sixteen by 

eighteen feet. All are handsomely furnished in black 

walnut. This floor is also provided with water-closet, 

bath-room, linen closets, etc. The fourth floor has 

twenty two bed-rooms and two halls and is divided 

almost exactly like the third. The rooms are neatly 

furnished, though not so elaborately as those on the 

other floors. This floor also has a bath-room, linen-

closets and water-closets. 

Water is introduced all over the house and the 

rooms on the second floor are provided with hot and 

cold water. Electric bells communicated with all the 

rooms. The whole heated with steam. The halls are 

everywhere handsomely carpeted, requiring in all 

over house, including the stores below is six hundred 

yards of material. The lantern in the roof and high 

transoms over all the doors provide an unusually good 

system of ventilation. The convenient arrangement of 

the house, as well as its handsome general effect, are 

due to the exertions of the architect, Mr. T. F. Ladue, 

who at the suggestion of the owner, Mr. J. D. Gillett, 

made a special study of the best hotels of Chicago 

while drawing his plans. The cost of the building 

exclusive of the value of the ground was $45,000.00. 

Mr. J. W. Hutchinson, the proprietor, is lately 

from Escanaba, Michigan, where he kept the Tilden 

House. He is a gentleman who understands hotel-

keeping thoroughly and cannot fail to be popular with 

the traveling public. He has been at a large outlay in 

furnishing the house and should receive a liberal 

patronage. Mr. W. B. Hobbie, the head clerk, is 

gentlemanly and accommodating and is making many 

friends among the patrons of the house Robert Cole 

is head cook and Mattie Palmerton pastry cook. 

The new house, thus formally opened for 

business, starts off in fine shape and will have the best 

wished for our citizens who universally feel that it 

promises to be of great benefit to our flourishing 

young city. 
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Propose Poppy Memorial Flower American Legion 
Lincoln Semi-Weekly Star, Lincoln, Ill., March 26, 1920, p3 

 

ñChicago, Ill., Mar. 23 ï A Shirley poppy is 

proposed as the memorial flower of the American 

Legion. 

ñThe suggestion reached Commander Milton J. 

Foreman of the Illinois department today from 

National Headquarters in Indianapolis, following the 

adoption of a resolution to that effect by the Edward 

B. Rhodes Post, of Tacoma, Washington. 

ñThe resolution follows: 

ñLest we, in the dayôs work, surrounded by home 

and happiness, forget that, greater love of these 

American boys who gave their lives for their 

fellowmen; 

ñLest we forget that óIn Flanders Fields the 

poppies grow, among the crosses, row by rowô, and 

that nature seems to have rained in these simple 

flowers the most eloquent monument ï a waving 

scarlet blessing over their graves: 

ñBe it resolved that the Edward B. Rhodes Post, 

American Legion, inaugurate a movement to have the 

Shirley poppy adopted as the Memorial flower of the 

American Legion. That the American Legion take 

steps to assist and urge that every public park, 

cemetery and every private garden, in gratitude to the 

men who made the supreme sacrifice, do during the 

coming spring and summer, and every spring and 

summer thereafter, revere the memory of our soldier 

dead by setting aside a plot for continued display of 

waving red poppies. That a red poppy be worn by 

every member of the American Legion on Memorial 

Day, 1920, and every year thereafter.ô 

ñThe formal adoption of the Shirley Poppy as 

proposed would require the action of the American 

Legion in convention.ò 
 

 

 
 

One of the queries received by LCGHS in January asked about an event none of us at LCGHS had ever heard about. 

In 1928 Route 66 was two years old. To bring attention to the route C. C. Pyle came up with a transcontinental foot race 

that would follow Route 66 from Los Angeles to Chicago and then on to New York City. He hoped that the publicity 

generated from following the race would bring attention to the little used road. The hope was that more people would be 

enticed to travel the road. Eighteen year old resident of the Cherokee Reservation, Andy Payne of Claremore, OK, was 

the winner of the $48,000+ prize by leading his closest competitor by 15 hours. The runners who completed the race had 

run two marathons every day for 84 days. They averaged 40 miles a day. Andy went on to become a justice on the 

Oklahoma Supreme Court. 
 

Pyle, Grange here today, Arrange Stop ï Lincoln to Have Night Show by Bunion Troupe 
 

ñArrangements were practically completed late this 

afternoon to make Lincoln a night control point Tuesday 

night for the seventy-one runners remaining in C. C. 

Pyleôs transcontinental Los Angeles to New York 

pavement marathon. 

ñC. C. Pyle and Red Grange in person, world famous 

carriers of cash, and of ice and footballs, arrive in Lincoln 

at noon today in their palatial Fageal cruising coach, 

óAmericaô and went into conference with prominent 

business men on the project to end Tuesdayôs lap of the 

bunion derby in Lincoln, making a 31-mile jaunt from 

Springfield to Lincoln as the dayôs outing. 

ñThe parlor car bus, in which Pyle, Grange and Co. 

travel in advance of their transcontinental foot racers, 

attracted widespread attention in the downtown while the 

sport promoters were in conference at the nearby city hall 

ñPyle and Grange came to Lincoln from East St. Louis 

in their rolling palace which has two bathroom, a kitchen 

and two deluxe sleeping apartments. Pyle stated that the 

runners will leave Springfield promptly at 7 oôclock 

Tuesday morning and the first runner will probably reach 
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Lincoln shortly before noon. In order to remain in the race 

all men must reach the night control point by midnight and 

from the time of the first arrival until the late hour, a 

gradual stream of marathon runners will enter the city. 

Plan Night Show 

ñThe finish line will be at the entrance of a large 

canvas enclosure which will be stretched on one of the 

downtown streets. The caravan is specially constructed and 

will be delivered to Pyle from Springfield Tuesday 

morning. 

ñA small admission fee of ten cents for children and 

twenty-five cents for adults will be charged to view the 

runners after they cross the finish line. 

Grange Introduces Runners 

ñInside the enclosure will be a number of concessions 

and in the evening óRedô Grange will act as master of 

ceremonies, introducing each of the competing óbunionô 

artists. Short talks will probably be made by several of the 

men in their own vernacular. 

Gavuzzi Leads 

ñPeter Gavuzzi who is leading the race in the matter 

of elapsed time, has never shaved since the start of the 

grind and resembles a House of David disciple. Andrew 

Payne of Oklahoma is in second place. 

ñAccompanying the runners and located within the 

canvas enclosure will be found the portable radio station 

KGGM  which will broadcast all the events of the day and 

give the results of the dayôs run. 

Many Countries Represented 

ñAt 7 oôclock the following morning the runners will 

leave for Bloomington which will be the night control for 

Wednesday. Representatives from practically every 

country in the world, including one backed by the 

Esthonias government, are included in the race. Many coat 

Kiwanis Clubs and commercial organizations have men 

entered in the race. 

ñNo commissary is carried, the men eating in local 

restaurants and all members of the official party with the 

exception of the actual contestants will spend the night in 

local hotels. 

Press Men Along 

ñRepresentatives of the Associated Press, United 

Press, N.E.A. and members of the sporting staff of the 

Chicago Tribune and American are accompanying the 

runners. 

ñOne of the largest crowds in the history of the city is 

expected to greet the runners as they arrive at the finish 

line from noon to midnight. 

ñMr. and Mrs. C. C. Pyle, Grange and the remainder 

of the party had lunch at the Elks Club this noon. In the 

business meeting which followed at the chamber of 

commerce headquarters, Grange took a little part in the 

proceedings. 

ñA large crowd lined the sidewalks and the windows 

of the city hall to catch a glimpse of the famous 

(Continued on page 2) Illinois gridiron hero. 

250 Start 71 Left 

ñThe runners are competing for the $25,000 first prize 

award which goes to the runner making the 3,400 miles 

from Los Angeles to New York City in the least time. 

ñMore than 250 men entered the race but only 71 have 

been into the daily grind. The remainder, however, are all 

seasoned runners and by far the greatest majority of those 

men are expected to complete the trip to New York City. 

Only three men dropped out during the long grind through 

Missouri. 

ñAlthough there are only 71 runners there are 

approximately 250 other persons along which includes 

physicians, trainers, timers, judges photographers, radio 

experts, publicity men and the host of others necessary to 

promote this greatest of all sporting events. 

ñAdvance Man Morley  stated this morning that the 

runners will be in Chicago Saturday night and Sunday 

nightôs control point will be at Hammond, Indiana. 

Hit Bad Weather 

ñEvery day regardless of weather, the race continues, 

the distance ranging from 30 to 58 miles. The runners have 

encountered snow storms, thunderstorms and every other 

type of weather while en-route but nothing stops the 

advancement toward the ultimate goal, New York City. 

ñC. C. Pyle is in personal charge of the marathon and 

has an investment of $160,000. Runners are fed and 

provided with all necessities free of charge. Red Grange 

is his chief assistant and with Pyle travels in the palace  

motor coach with was here today. 

Reach St. Louis 

ñEast St. Louis, Ill., Apr. 28 ï Dashing through the 

heavily crowded traffic lanes in St. Louis. Ed Gardner, 

Seattle Negro, led the transcontinental foot races on the 

28.1 mile lap from Hillside View, Mo., to this city 

yesterday. He covered the distance in 3:29:25. His time for 

the 2,986.2 miles from Los Angeles was 382:34:19. 

ñJohn Salo, Passaic, N.J., was second in 3:21:55 with 

elapsed time of 384:13:53. Phillip Granville , Canadian 

distance champion was third in 3:49:32 ï 386:52:56. 

Giasto Umek, Trienic, Italy, followed closely for fourth in 

3:48:56 ï 482:32:49. Milo Joyce, Cleveland, was fifth in 

3:54:02 ï 395:32:44. Others arrived in the following order. 

ñSixth ï Frank Van Fine, Kernan, Cal.; seventh, Carl 

Willber , New York; eighth, Roy McMurty , Newhall, 

Cal.; ninth, Jurl Lossman, Esthonia; tenth, John Steen, 

Marion, Ind.; eleventh, Thomas Ellis, Hamilton, Ont.; 

twelfth, Arthur Richman , Brookly; thirteenth, William 

Kerr , Minneapolis. 

ñPeter Gavuzzi, race leader and Andrew Payne, 

Oklahoma, who holds second place, tied in twentieth place 
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in todayôs run. Gavuzziôs margin remained the same with 

elapsed time of 343:00:35. 

ñNick Persick, 18 year old, Long Beach, Cal., youth 

quit the race today because of exhaustion reducing the 

field to 71 out of 250 who started.ò 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Lincoln Evening Courier, Lincoln, Illinois, April 30, 1928, p4 

 
ñArrangements have been completed for Lincolnôs 

reception for the 71 runners who remain in the trans-

continental foot race, sponsored by C. C. Pyle and óRedô 

Grange. 

ñThe runners completed the run from Virden to 

Springfield and will stop at the Capital City for the control 

point tonight, leaving promptly at 7 oôclock in the morning 

for Lincoln which will serve as the night control for 

Tuesday. 
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ñBasing estimates on the average maintained by the 

runners since entering Illinois, the first of the bunion artists 

should reach city limits about 11:30 oôclock. From that 

time until midnight, the remaining competitors in the 

greatest sporting event ever staged will jog across the 

finish line. 

ñFor the greater part of the route, the winner has 

averaged about six miles per hour but for the past three 

days, Peter Gavuzi, the time leader has increased the 

speed to about 8 miles per hour. Tomorrowôs jaunt will 

cover 31 miles. 

Finish On Court Square 

ñThe Pyle canvas wall will be spread in the Reinhart 

lots adjacent to the Odd Fellows building and immediately 

upon finishing the lap, the runners will enter the enclosure. 

Arrangements were also completed for food and lodging of 

the 71 runners and a hundred or more accompanying 

people. 

ñSeveral concessions are carried with the traveling 

contingent. A small admission fee, half of which reverts to 

the local business men backing the project, will be charged 

to view the runners with the enclosure. The traveling press 

bureaus and, the broadcasting station will also will be 

within the enclosure. óRedô Grange will introduce the 

runners and the standings to date will be announced from 

time to time. 

ñAs the runners approach the finish line, their name 

and number is called out in order that the proper card may 

be placed under the automatic recording time clock which 

punches the time daily at the beginning and conclusion of 

the race. 

Run Marathon Daily  

ñMr. Pyle stated óJust a week ago the famous Boston 

marathon was run. The course was 26 miles and the race 

was won by Clarence De Mur Joie Ray finished third and 

collapsed at the finish. Our men run that much and more 

day after day and are thriving on their diet of a marathon a 

day. When we started this thing we didnôt know whether 

or not it would last a week but it is successful and now it is 

to be an annual event. Any one of these runners who 

finished at New York City can make more money that they 

have ever made before in their life, merely running 

marathons. 

ñDuffy  of Boston, the first man in the world to the 

timed in 93.3 seconds for the one hundred yard dash, is the 

official starter and referee. Arthur Newman  of Rhodesia 

South Africa, who led the race for many hundred miles 

before forced out with injuries, is along with the troupe as 

technical advisor. 

ñSeveral noted physicians are also making the trip, 

making observations concerning the condition of the 

contestants. 

Show Opens At Noon 

ñHundreds are expected to crowd the huge enclosure 

for a view of the contestants and exhibits. The show is 

continuous from noon until midnight as runners will be 

completing their run during those hours. 

ñKGGM will broadcast the daily results of the race 

and also music supplied by the several hundred electrical 

records carried for the purpose. óTurn you dial as low as 

possible, the gradually work up and the best station heard 

will be KGGM.ô Mr. Pyle stated, in instruction concerning 

program reception. 

Large Staunton Crowd 

ñAt Staunton, where the runners spent Saturday night, 

large crowds attended the concessions run in connection 

with the entertainment and reception. Newton Best, 

grandson of the late Henry Best, of Nokomis, who is a 

representative of the shoe firm which furnishes shoes for 

the runners, told of the short life of the runnersô shoes. He 

said a pair of rubber heals lasted but two days and half 

soles but four days. The average use of a shoe was only 

about a week, he said. He told of the trials of the runner 

who could not make the pace and were forced to drop out. 

Reach Virden Sunday 

ñVirden, Ill., Apr. 30 ï Peter Cavuzzi, Southampton, 

England runner, won yesterdayôs lap in the 

transcontinental Bunion Derby, covering the 44.4 miles 

from Staunton in 5:47:02. His elapsed time for 2,143.4 

miles from Los Angeles is 359:45:07. Cavuzzi narrowly 

escaped injury when a automobile driven by Paul Baldwin 

whizzed too close to the Britisher. 

ñGlusto Umeck of Italy finished behind Gavuzzi in 

6:09:09. With and elapsed time of 415:02:26. Andrew 

Payne, Claremore, Okla., and Phillip Granville , 

Hamilton, Ohio, finished in a dead heat for third place in 

6:20:31. Payneôs elapsed time is. 363:20:43. Gavuzzi now 

is 4:45:30 in front of Payne for first place. Granvilleôs 

elapsed time is 398:54:44. 

ñJohn Sain, Pascale, N. J., and Gill Wanttihen , New 

York, tied for fifth place at 6:55:14. Saloôs elapsed time is 

396:27:57 and Wanthinenôs is 424:11:11. 

Reach Springfield 

ñSpringfield, Ill., Apr. 30 ï (AP) ï John Salo, Pascale, 

New Jersey, lead the transcontinental foot racers into the 

fifty -eighth control station here today, after traveling the 

26 miles from Virden in 3:04:50. Saloôs elapsed time 

599:23:47 for 2,199.1 miles retains him in fourth place. 

ñPeter Gavuzzi, bristle bearded Britisher who leads 

the race, was second in 3:07:49. Gavuzziôs elapsed time 

362:47 increases his margin over Andrew Payne, youthful 

Oklahoman. 

 

 



29 

 

 
 

Briton First Into Lincoln On U.S. Race 

Runs Dead Heat With Seth Gonzales to Head Pyle 

Pack 

ñBreaking the finish line at exactly 10:56 this morning, 

Peter Gavuzzi, of Shirley, Southampton, England, and 

Seth Gonzalez of Denver, Colo., ran a dead heat in todayôs 

lap, to lead the C. C. Pyle transcontinental runners into 

Lincoln, the 59th control point on the 3,400-mile race. 

ñTheir time for the dayôs lap of 31 miles from 

Springfield to Lincoln was 3 hours and 52 minutes. 

Todayôs performance enabled Gavuzzi to maintain his lead 

in the matter of total elapsed time over Andrew Payne of 

Oklahoma, at the end of 2,199 miles of the race from Los 

Angeles to New York. 

ñWithin five minutes after the first two runners had 

finished, Harry Rea who is running under the colors of 

the California Kiwanis Club and the California Boy 

Scouts, came into the lots. It was his first run in eight days 

because of sickness but he demonstrated that he has 

recovered sufficiently to continue the daily grind. On 

previous days he had walked the distance, oftentimes 

reaching the control point only a short time before 

midnight. 

ñJ. Salo, of Pascale, New Jersey finished fourth and 

the 96 pound Finn, Olli Wanttinen , was the fifth to reach 

the control. Harry Abramow itz of New York City and 

Richard J. Thomas of England were the next two to finish. 

ñGavuzzi and Wanttinen were the most picturesque of 

the bunion artists. When asked if he was tired upon the 

completion of the journey, the Britisher replied that 

todayôs run was an easy mark compared to the usual 

routine. The light weight Finn was applauded as he trotted 

under the finish line. 

ñWhen Gavuzzi and Gonzales finished there was no 

one to show the proper route and complications arose as 

they came down Pulaski Street instead of circling the 

square. In order to avoid any difficulty they went back and 

circled the square, finishing with Rea. 

ñRea immediately went to bed in the firemenôs 

dormitory at the city hall in an effort to regain strength 

after his recent sickness. 

 ñAt 8 oôclock 42 of the 71 contestants had reported to 

the official timer. Practically all of the last to report were 

finishing in a brisk walk. The runners leave promptly at 7 

oôclock Wednesday morning for Normal, a 33 mile lap. 

Grange Introduces Runners 

ñTonight about 8 oôclock óRedô Grange will act as 

master of ceremonies, introducing the runners from a 

platform in the Reinhardt lot  

ñWith the official contingent are a number of 

concessions that were in position and operating before the 

first runner came into sight. 

ñThe timerôs car, was the official dispenser of all meal 

checks, was on hand early and by means of the time clock, 

the hour of arrival was stamped and given to the (Page 

two) press bureau which operates under direction of Mr. 

Lewis. 

ñNewspaper representatives and óRedô Grange were 

on a huge deluxe bus, the rear of which was used as an 

office for the portable typewriters that ground out copy for 

the Associated Press and International News Service. 

ñA portable radio station KGGM broadcasts from a 

enclosed truck with bulletins on the standings of the race 

and other important information were broadcast from time 

to time. 

Runners Leave Springfield 

ñSpringfield, Ill., May 1 ï (AP) ï C. C. óCross 

Countryô Pyleôs 71 bunion artists rushed out of here for 

their fifty-ninth control at Lincoln, 31 miles north of here 

today. 

ñLeading the pack was Peter Gavuzzi, 32 year old 

Britisher, who has covered 2,199.24 miles from Los 

Angeles in 362:22:47, giving him a total of 4:40:24 over 

Andrew Payne, Claremore, Oklahoma, holder of second 

place. 

ñMondayôs lap, 26 miles from Virden to Springfield, 

found the field making remarkable fast time in the wake of 

John Sulo. Passale, New Jersey, who lead in 3:01:50, and 

thus further tightened his grip in the grind. 

ñDuring the stay in Springfield the athletes were 

housed in the Elks Club where they enjoyed all the 

privileges of the fraternal organization. The swimming 

pool, a sight foreign to the runners and walkers who have 

been the past eight weeks have traversed mountains, 

insects and rolling hills in sun, wind, rain, snow and 
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freezing temperature moved a  .. many forget the ardors of 

their task. 

ñOther controls for the week include Bloomington, 

Wednesday; Dwight, Thursday; Joliet, Friday; and 

Chicago, Saturday. 
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These links will take you to more information about the Great Bunion Derby. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tBR5zOVa8iU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YPYW7zHwLDI 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trans-American_Footrace 

https://www.runnersworld.com/advanced/a20787316/the-great-bunion-derby/ 
 

 

HOW MANY RELATIVES DO YOU HAVE?  
From Bill Detmers 

 

To give you an idea how easy it is to run into a relative, here is how your family fans out: 
 

1  -  You      o 
 

2   - Your parents    oo 
 

4   - Your grandparents   oooo 
 

8   - Your g grandparents  oooooooo 
 

16 - Your g g grandparents  oooooooooooooooo 
 

32 - Your g g g grandparents oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

64 - Your g g g g grandparents oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 
 

All the people listed here and their other descendants are your relatives.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tBR5zOVa8iU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YPYW7zHwLDI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trans-American_Footrace
https://www.runnersworld.com/advanced/a20787316/the-great-bunion-derby/
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Whatôs It?????? 
 

Part of the February Program Meeting of the LCGHS was to identify the purpose of antique items we 

all seem to have around the house that are shrouded in historical mystery. The item below would have 

been my mysterious item had I not been óunder the weatherô that evening. This item has been in a box of 

antique tools for the last few decades. Letôs see who might have some insight to share for this. 

The tool has a wooden handle 4 inches long. From the top of the handle to the tip of the bit is 5 ¼ 

inches. The bit is 2 ¼ inches long. The widest part of the bit is 1 ½ inches. The shaft is stamped with G & 

CS Borne & Co. Whatôs It? 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

Upcoming fund-raising events. 
 

April 22: Country -Aire Restaurant 

 

May 9: IGA   Pork Chop & Rib Eye Sale 

 

May 21: Culverôs night ï Come to Culvers to eat between 5 and 8. LCGHS earns at least 10% 

 

June 12 & 13 Garage Sale. Donations should be brought to the Center beginning June 1. 

 

Note: These could be postponed dependent on the Corona Virus situation. We will keep you 

posted. 



32 

 

 

 

 
 

From the Shew Collection 

Capt. A. H. Bogardus was from Elkhart, IL. He was the worldôs wing-shot champion. He performed 

with Buffalo Billôs Wild West Show. He and his sons were competition shooters for many years.   


